CHAPTER XIX

THE   ENEMY WITHIN

DURING the whole of the war, as for many years before the
Germans began their great campaign of aggression, every
country with which the Fatherland might in any way be
concerned was permeated with German agents and German
spies. Great Britain was one of the nations specially favoured
in this respect. The ramifications of their systematic inter-
penetration of the social, political, financial, commercial
and even journalistic departments of our public life have
never yet been fully exposed; nor, certainly, have the very
important personages who conducted this sinister propaganda
been dealt with. Even when the Defence of the Realm Act
is ended and the Censorship is abrogated, it is doubtful if the
full truth will ever be generally known, so powerful are the
influences directly interested in its suppression.

In the United States of America, where similar work ^as
done upon an enormous scale and at vast expense, under
circumstances still more favourable to success than in this
island, the American Government acted with a decision and a
vigour that are not yet understood. Even so, the amount of
.mischief done was very great, and, for the first two years of
the war at least, the German efforts were largely successful.
That a duly accredited Ambassador to a friendly power should
have been at the head of this vast conspiracy in America, as
Count Bernstorff unquestionably was, introduces a new and
most dangerous precedent iifto the comity of international
relations, Italy, in like manner, suffered very seriously from
German intrigues. The history of the carefully organised
disaster upon the Isonzo has yet to be written. That it was
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